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DOCK IN PUERTO LA CRUZ IN VENEZUELA

Here we see a large American tanker loading up with oil. Ships of all nations call here for the

petroleum which is one of Venezuela's chief products.  When this ship is fully loaded, the

water will come up to the dark line around the hull.  During World War II, this oil became

even more important with the loss of the oil-rich East Indies to Japan.

VENEZUELA AND THE GUI AN AS: FACTS AND FIGURES

VENEZUELA (Estados Unidos de Venezuela)

Bounded north by the Caribbean, west and
south by Colombia, south by Brazil, east by
British Guiana. Area, 352,051; population
(census of 1941), 3,492,747. Bicameral con-
gress elected for 4 years; President elected by
congress for 5 years. Prevailing religion Cathol-
icism; others tolerated. Education free and
compulsory in theory; 286,290 pupils in all
schools, 1943; 2 universities.

Crops: coffee, cacao, sugar, cotton, tobacco,
corn, beans. Livestock estimated at 4,000,000.
Forest products: balata, divi-divi, medicinal
plants, hardwoods. Minerals: third in pe-
troleum production, asphalt, gold, copper, iron.
Exports: petroleum, coffee, cacao, hides, skins,
furs, sugar, balata, cattle, asphalt, pearls, divi-
divi. Imports: iron and steel manufactures,
machinery, cotton cloth, foodstuffs. Railway
mileage (19^4), 684; highways, about 3,829;
waterways, about 16,460. Chief towns: capital,
Caracas, 269,030; Maracaibo, 13^,547; Valen-
cia, 49,963.

BRITISH GUIANA (British Colony)

Bounded north by the Atlantic, west by
Venezuela and Brazil, south by Brazil, east

by Dutch Guiana. Area, 89,480; population
(1943), 364,694; East Indians, 41%. Capital,
Georgetown, 73,171. Administration: Gover-
nor, Executive Council, Legislative Council.
Products: sugar, rice, coconuts, coffee, cacao,
rubber, gold, diamonds, bauxite, charcoal,
timber.

DUTCH GUIANA (Surinam, Dutch Colony)

Bounded north by the Atlantic, west by
British Guiana, south by Brazil, east by French
Guiana. Area, 54,291; population (1943), 189,-
484.^ Capital^ Paramaribo, 60,723. Adminis-
tration: Governor, advisory council, elected
representative body (the Colonial States).
Products: sugar, cacao, coffee, rice, bananas,
rum, molasses, gold, balata.

FRENCH GUIANA (French Colony)

Bounded north by the Atlantic, west by
Dutch Guiana, south and east by Brazil. Area
about 34,740; population (1936), 30,906 exclud-
ing troops, officials and Indians. Capital,
Cayenne, 11,704. Administration: Governor,
Privy Council, elected Council-General; rep-
resented in France. Products: gold, rice, cacao,
sugar, indigo, gutta-percha, timber, balata, hides.
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